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Focus

• How are we doing?

• What should a Year 1 pupil be able to read?

• How are your children assessed in their 
reading? What are the reading colours?

• How is reading and phonics taught?

• How can you best support your child at home?
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Garlinge Reading results 
compared to National levels
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Key Stage 1 National % in 2019

2018 2019

74% 77% 75%

Key stage 2 National % in 2019

2018 2019

80% 76% 73%



Year 1 Phonics Screening check
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Year 2 Phonics Screening retake



National Curriculum expectations for 
reading in year 1.
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What do the reading colours mean?



Reading and phonics in year 1

• Phonics
Phonics is a big part of Year 1. Your child will continue to 
expand on their knowledge of phonics and will probably 
surprise you with just how quickly they develop their reading. 
They will do 20-30 minutes of phonics learning each day, just 
like they did in Reception. These are fun, pacy sessions which 
involve games and tasks. They will learn tricky words, spelling 
rules and how to sound out and blend to aid them with their 
reading and writing. They will probably be encouraged to 
'have a go' at spelling when writing independently, by 
phonetically sounding out words. Their teacher may well ask 
them to 'write it like it sounds' and, as the weeks go by, they 
will learn the correct sounds to replace those guesses. 
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Phonics screening test 2020

• There is a Year 1 phonics screening test in 
June, which helps your child’s teacher to 
identify if your child is secure in sounding out 
and blending graphemes. It also detects if 
they can read phonically decodable words. 
Your child’s teacher will be regularly assessing 
your child and will have identified any areas 
they need to focus on well before the test 
date. 
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Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the 
Department for Education and Skills in 2007. It aims to 
build children's speaking and listening skills in their own 
right as well as to prepare children for learning to read by 
developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a 
detailed and systematic programme for teaching phonic 
skills for children starting by the age of five, with the aim 
of them becoming fluent readers by age seven.

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-
sounds.html

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/
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Phase 2 (Reception)
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Phase 3 (Reception)
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Phase 4 (Year 1)
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Phase 5 (Year 1)

03/02/2020 Oscar Plummer



How can I help my child in Year 1?

Carry on reading
Reading at home with your child is so important. It 
helps them to develop their learning in lots of 
areas. Your child’s teacher will regularly send a 
reading book home each evening, and, apart from 
spellings (in terms 4 and 5), this is the main 
homework for pupils in year 1.
You may not always have time to read the whole 
book (schools understand home life is busy — lots 
of teachers are parents too) but just a few pages a 
day can increase their confidence and get them into 
the routine of practising and applying their phonic 
knowledge. 
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Dandelion readers
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Dandelion readers 
are a highly 
structured synthetic 
phonics reading 
series. They follow 
phase 2, 3 & 4 of 
Letters and Sounds. 



What we do in school?
During an average day, your child will have taken part in a 
good number of the following reading activities:

• Shared reading (whole class text that fits in with their topic)
• Daily phonics /reading (25-30 minutes)
• Independent reading (once a week)
• Selecting books/visits to the school library (lunchtime)
• Reading across the curriculum
• Home/school reading links/ clubs
• Listening to good books read aloud (not just the topic book)
• Weekly focused comprehension lessons (end of year 1)
• Targeted intervention groups (phonics)
• Buy ‘Recommended Reads’ for specific year groups (PTFA)
• Celebrate ‘World Book Day’ and Book Fairs.
• Continually invest in new books and classroom resources.
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Reading 

• Buster’s Book Club initiative takes place every 
Wednesday night. Children are encouraged to read 
for 15+  minutes and then have their book mark 
signed. Kent awards for this.

• Weekly ‘Reader of the Week’ awards. 
• Buster’s Book Club reader of the week.
• Salford reading assessments take place every 2 

terms. This allows teachers to move children up in 
their reading book colours and calculate their 
reading age.

• Classroom incentives e.g. Reading rockets, 
certificates for reading milestones e.g 10, 25, 50 
books.



Reading Incentives
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• Read daily with your child (or at least 3x a week). 

• Find a variety of text types, fiction and non-fiction that your 
child enjoys. Read and discuss these with your child.

• Raise the profile of reading at home. Share books with your 
child that you enjoyed at their age.

• Talk about the stories. 
• Challenge children to work out words they don’t know.
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How can you best support your child?

• What would make sense there?
• Have a look at this bit again.
• Can you guess what that word might be?
• Encourage children to persevere and use their phonics.



Phonics Support
• Encourage children to use their phonics to sound out a word.

• Praise them when they work out a word correctly. If they say: 
‘Is it ..........?’ and the word is correct, reply:

• · Let’s see if that makes sense. Yes - well done!

• · Does that sound right? Yes - well done!

When the attempt is wrong:

• · That’s a good word and it would make sense but the word 
the writer used is…

• · I like the way you tried that word but the word is actually…

• Patience is key
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If a child still can’t attempt a word after prompting, read it 
yourself. Give positive feedback on other aspects of their 
reading as often as possible, but without interfering with 
the flow of the reading:

· Well done! You could tell that wasn’t right couldn’t you?
· That sounded so good. Well done!
· Excellent. How did you know how to work that one out?



Finally…

Children should learn 
that reading is 
pleasure, not just 
something teachers 
make you do at 
school. 

Beverly Cleary – Children’s writer.
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