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How to use this resource

Introduce, Listen and Read

1 Introduce the unit by sharing the Key text features and Reading the
Teaching text questions in the Teacher’s Guide.

2 Use the Read tab text in the Interactive Modelling Software to
introduce the Teaching text. Press the play button to listen to the audio.
The Listening comprehension questions will be shown on screen. If
you prefer, you can read the text yourself.
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1 Inthe Question zap tab, click on the first question to open it.

2 Zap the question: Teach children how to interpret the question:
“What is being asked?”
“Which reading strategies will be needed to find the answer?”
Use the on-screen tools to highlight key words in the question.
Answers and strategies are supplied in the Teacher’s Guide.

3 In the Text search tab, use the on-screen tools to highlight any pieces of text
that are relevant to the question. Click Copy to Crack it to transfer this text to
the evidence section of the Crack it tab.

4 Inthe Crack it tab, use the copied text in the Evidence section to write an
answer. Compare this with the model answer given in the Teacher’s Guide and
encourage the children to discuss and consider the relative merits of
their own answers and the model answer.
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1 Give the children copies of the Teaching text and
questions so that they can apply the strategies they
learned in the previous session. (These can be found in
the home screen for each unit, by clicking the Teaching
text button.)

2 Ask the children to work independently and give their
own answers.

3 Inthe Question zap tab, select a question. Move to the
Crack it tab, and click Check it to review the model answer.
Repeat for each question. Allow the children to mark their own
work as you review each model answer. You can also check answers
and strategies in the Teacher’s Guide.

4 Encourage discussion so that the children can compare their own
answers to the model answer. There may be alternative possible ‘correct’
answers for each question.

N
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1 Revisit the key strategies taught using the Teaching text,
and then distribute photocopies of the Practice text, and
Practice text questions, for children to practise answering
the questions, using and applying the strategies taught.
(These can be found in the home screen for each unit,
by clicking the Practice text button, and in the Teacher’s
Guide.)

Display the Practice text tab in the Interactive Modelling
Software. Use the strategies suggested in the Teacher’s
Guide to mark and discuss the children’s answers. Let
children mark their own work, although you will want

to monitor their answers as part of your ongoing
assessment procedures.

N
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Children can extend their learning, either through writing (see
Moving into writing) or through developing further reading
pathways (see Extending reading). Brief suggestions for both
of these routes are included in each unit of the Teacher’s
Guide. It is anticipated you will use your professional
understanding of effective ways to teach reading and writing

Moving into writing

& Reread The Worst Witch.
» Talk with the class about how sometimes things can go wrong.

» Use drama techniques to explore things that might go wrong (e.g. trying to change the
rules of a game; cheating in a test; trying to help someone who does not want help).
You could encourage the children to choose comic outcomes.

# Once they have explored ideas in drama, use talk for writing to help the children darify
an idea they want to pursue.

& Give the children time for planning before they write their story.

if you follow the suggestions.

Extending reading

Once Upon an Ordinary School Day — Colin McNaughton
Nag Club- Anne Fine
Ottoline Goes to School — Chris Riddell

N

D

1 Introduce the Assessment Tasks through class discussion
so that children are clear what they are being asked to
do. If appropriate, display the text in the Interactive
Modelling Software and read it out. If the text is a
playscript or a poem which lends itself well to being read
aloud, encourage children to enact some or all of the text
over the course of the assessment.

Provide each child with the question sheet.

Circulate throughout the task, offering support or challenge
as necessary. Allow verbal responses, where required, to
enable you to assess understanding independently of reading
accuracy.

N
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Introduction to Cracking Comprehension

M What is Cracking Comprehension?

Cracking Comprehension is a step-by-step resource to
improve the comprehension skills of children aged 5-11
years old. It teaches children the skills and strategies
they need to successfully explain their understanding of
a wide range of texts, and offers ideas to extend their
enjoyment of, and engagement with, reading.

The Interactive Modelling Software and this Teacher’s
Guide will help children to develop the techniques to
answer the types of questions asked in the Key Stage 2
National Test for Reading, and help you to deliver the
2014 National Curriculum for English, including the
harder question paper which requires more in-depth
understanding.

The Assessment Tasks provide a range of assessment
for learning (AfL) activities for reading comprehension
within the new Primary National Curriculum for Key
Stage 2 English. These tasks can be used alongside the
teaching units or as stand-alone assessment tasks.

Cracking Comprehension comprises both this Teacher’s
Guide and online access to the Interactive Modelling
Software and printable resources on My Rising Stars at
www.risingstars-uk.com. The (&) icon, used throughout
this book, highlights where access to online content is
required.

The online access at My Rising Stars provides
interactive tools and pupil quizzes for modelling and
practice. The Interactive Modelling Software helps
teachers and children model key reading skills, and can
be followed by the pupil quizzes, where children can
practise the skills acquired independently, at home

or in small working groups. The online pupil quizzes
can be used to track and monitor progress, using the
reporting and progress area.

M Whatisinit?

Cracking Comprehension offers 15 comprehension units
and nine Assessment Tasks for each year organised by
text type (fiction, non-fiction, playscripts and poetry),
and includes full teacher and assessment guidance.

The units have been chosen to support the
expectations of the new National Curriculum for
Key Stage 2 English. The texts can also be used as
resources to complement your wider teaching.

M Cracking Comprehension and

the National Curriculum for English

The 2016 test framework recognises eight ‘content
domains’ which can be assessed in reading tests

and which primarily interrogate the reading
comprehension objectives of the national curriculum.

6  Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide

The table on pages 168-169 gives a summary of
content domain coverage for each comprehension unit
and assessment task.

M How do | use the teaching units?

The pathway through each Cracking Comprehension
unit is flexible, according to the specific needs of

you and your children. (See How to use this resource
on pages 4-5 for a suggested learning pathway.)
Whether you choose to teach a comprehension lesson
every day for a week, weekly over a half-term or for

a focused half day per half-term is your choice. The
range of content domains practised during each unit
is clearly indicated. This gives you the opportunity

to decide which assessable elements you want the
children to practise.

B How do |l use the Assessment Tasks?

The tasks are not tests and are therefore not carried
out under test conditions. Children may work on the
tasks individually, in pairs or in groups. The tasks
encourage a variety of activities including reading out
loud, learning by heart and performance, all of which
are emphasised in the new curriculum. The tasks may
be used in any order.

There are no hard-and-fast time limits for these tasks,
and some children may need more time than others.

Tasks involving performance will need a greater time

allowance than others. We suggest one-and-a-half to
two hours on average.

Gathering and using evidence for diagnostic
assessment

The outcomes for each task supply evidence for

the regular review of children’s progress in reading.
The teacher notes provide a question-by-question
breakdown giving examples of likely outcomes for
each question at three standards of achievement:
children working towards the expected standard, at
the expected standard and those working at greater
depth within the expected standard.

For maximum flexibility, the tasks are designed to be
administered in any order, and so a single benchmark
standard is required. The benchmark used in all the
tasks is the expected standard at the end of the year.
As children typically make significant progress over
the course of the year, you will need to take this into
account when assessing children against expected
progress, particularly for any tasks children attempt
during the first half of the academic year.

The questions for each task focus on several content
domains from the new programme of study.

© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019



Support for assessment for learning

A simple, tick-based pupil self-assessment sheet for
each Assessment Task can be found on My Rising
Stars. Use this after the task, to give children the
opportunity to reflect on what they can do. Begin by
discussing the questions with the class, and then give
children an opportunity to fill in the sheets individually.
Those struggling with reading may need individual
help to fill in their sheets.

Use the self-assessment sheets, together with your

own assessment of each child’s attainment in the task,
to set future targets for reading. A child’s completed
self-assessment sheet could form the focus of a meeting
you have with them about their reading targets.

M Using Cracking Comprehension with
other resources

Cracking Comprehension can be used as a stand-
alone resource for teaching reading comprehension,
or together with other Rising Stars resources to
support your classroom teaching and improve
outcomes for the children in your class. Detailed
mapping documents, which provide further detail on
how Cracking Comprehension content can be used
successfully with some of the resources listed below,
can be found on My Rising Stars.

Progress in Reading Assessment (PiRA)

PiRA is the best-selling stand-alone reading test which
can be used to track children’s progress from one term
to the next, throughout Key Stages 1 and 2. Cracking
Comprehension is an ideal teaching tool to ensure
good progress through PiRA because the texts are

of a similar length and demand, and the range and
presentation of questions are based on those used

Introduction to Cracking Comprehension

in the National Tests. Strategies that are learned
and practised in Cracking Comprehension are all
appropriate and useful for PiRA.

On Track Comprehension

On Track Comprehension is a structured intervention
programme for children in Key Stage 2 who are falling
behind in comprehension. One of the key areas of
focus for On Track Comprehension is developing
vocabulary and skills for working out the meaning of
words. This is in response to research which shows
that a more limited vocabulary is one of the biggest
barriers to accurate comprehension for many children.
On Track Comprehension also provides opportunities
for children to respond to texts orally, before they
record written answers.

Cracking Writing

Cracking Writing units can be used as extension
tasks for Cracking Comprehension. Each of the
Cracking Writing units is closely related to a Cracking
Comprehension unit and includes comprehension
questions before going on to use the text extract as
a model for writing. Grammar is extensively taught in
context in the units.

Read in to Writing

In addition to one-off comprehension tasks based on
short texts and text extracts, many schools are now
opting to read full-length books together, in order to
give children opportunities to read and respond to
entire good-quality texts. Extracts from some of these
texts, or related to the texts, are used in Cracking
Comprehension in order to build children’s familiarity
with the texts.

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide ~ © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019 7



Unit 1
FICTION

Fantastic Mr Fox/Who's a Clever Girl, T

Key text features

© The texts show different ways of creating characters through description.

© The Teaching text is an extract from the first chapter of Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl.

© The Practice text is from the beginning of Who's a Clever Girl, Then? from The Pirate Gang
by Rose Impey.

Reading the Teaching text: Fantastic Mr Fox

© Introduce the text by asking what the children know about the author Roald Dahl.

© Explain that this text is from the beginning of Fantastic Mr Fox. On the basis of the title,
can the children predict what the author’s attitude to the character is?

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the extract aloud. Were the
children’s predictions correct?

® Ask the children what they know about foxes, particularly the way foxes are portrayed in
stories. Make a word web to show ways in which foxes are shown in stories.

© Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model ‘cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 10-11).

Reading the Practice text: Who'’s a Clever Girl, Then?

o Introduce the title of the book: Who's a Clever Girl, Then? Who is likely to say words like
that? (budgie/parrot) What kind of people own parrots in stories?

® Once they have read the story, remind the children that they are now going to work
independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

©® Reread the Practice text.

© Use drama techniques to explore how the children would react if they saw a variety of
characters from traditional tales on their way to school.

@ Allow groups of children to explore how stories might continue, depending on the
character met on the way to school. What would happen if the character stopped to talk
to them? What might the adventure be?

® Once they have explored the ideas through drama and talk for writing, ask the children
to write the beginning of the story.

8  Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide ~ © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019



Unit 1 « FICTION

Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers N

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1: What do you know about Bean?

A1: He is a turkey and apple farmer/keeps turkeys in his orchard/never eats
food/makes and drinks cider/is thin as a pencil/is the cleverest of all the
farmers.

Strategy: Consider where in the text the information might be found. Listen carefully to
that part. Make a note of the words used in the text.

Q2: Did any of the farmers eat or drink anything that either of the others
farmed?
A2: No

Strategy: Listen to the text, considering the question.

Q3: Which of the farmers is the shortest and which is the tallest?
A3: Bunce is shortest, Bean is tallest.

Strategy: Listen carefully to the text. Make a note of the words used.

Extending reading

The Woman Who Won Things — Allan Ahlberg
Cup Final Kid — Martin Waddell

Anna Hibiscus — Atinuke

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide  © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019 9



Unit 1 « FICTION

3ybioays dn spupis oy _H_

‘poaY INoA Ul saypw 3 21n31d Y3 JSPISUO) e upswisiay []
‘uo1diSap aY3 104 133 Y3 40 1nd IDYF UDDS e ‘3 St oH _H_
“J9MSUD 3U} 10} 00| 03 33 3Y3 Ul dIDYM JSPISUO) e ugysion [
‘spiom Aay buppiow ‘uoiysanb sy poal Ajjnyai0) e “oM3 300U
:sa1633011g yow | 3ybio1ys dn spupis oH ;upag 1nogp ok 131 (¢ ydpiboind)
“IX93u02 Ul spiom Jo buiubaw ay3 aa1b :snxoj uoisan) 974 ‘uiyl st oH J1Puad D sp uIyl, SP0P IDYM
“SIDAI| Y3
Inogp uoluldo up SMOYS DY} PIOM D 10} BuI00| 9dUIUSS 3y} ppaI A||NJaI0) e
" J9Al[, pup  paysowi, SpIom ay3 1o} buiyoo| 1xa3 3y} Jo 1pd 1Dy} UDDS e
“JOMSUD 3] 10} 00| 03 1X3] B3 Ul ISYM JSPISUO) e
‘spiom Aoy buppiow ‘uoiysanb sy poal Ajjnyain0) e
'sa1693015 How | s1upspajdun s 910d Janj|
"JX93U02 Ul spJom Jo buiubaw ay3 uipjdxa :sndo0j uoiasany |°74 (z ydoibound) buiasnbsip, | paysow 3oyl noA s||91 pIom YIYM '€
‘pasadwiay poq si 3y Aym suosnal 1o} 300] 03 ydoiboind ay3z undg e
“J9MSUD 3U} 10} 00| 03 33 3Y3 Ul ISYM JSPISUO) e
‘spiom Ay buppipw ‘uoiysanb sy poal Ajjnyain) e +(z ydoiboind)
's21633015 oW | Jadwsay Aj3sD8g, D POY
"1X9] Y] Wo.f S9ouIdul dYDW :SNd0J UoIISBNY pz 9D Awwiny b poy SADM|D 3y 3SNDI] sAkomp adung yuiyr noA op Aym 'z
‘ydoiboind sy poas A|njai10) e
“J9MSUD 3} 10} 00| 0} 133 SY3 Ul dISYM JSPISUO) e
‘spiom Aoy buppow ‘uonysanb sy poal Ajnyain) e S
'sa1691015 How | 40 30| p/13ddns pup youn| IsppP.q J0j Aop
‘uoroy wou syiap A3y AJ1i3uspi :snxoj uoizsany qz K1ans sburdwnp yym suaydiyd a1y 910 a4 ;I0j 0os sibbog som Aypy L

sa1bajoils |njasn

suonsanb ay3 buppni)

JOW/AD

Jamsuy

@v X04 JW 213SDIUDS :3X3} buiyona)

uoilsanp

© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide

10



Unit 1 « FICTION

219y sydniboind mau a3 Jo 1sow builbIs 10) SUOSDAI Y3 INOGD JUIY| e
“19)0ads Mau 0 J133IDIDYD MBU ‘UOIFID

M3U ‘D13 mau ‘90p|d mau :sydpiboind mau Huilipls 104 SUOSDI INOGD JUIY] e

‘uibaq sydoiboind a19ym 930U puUD 1X3] Y3 1D YOO e

‘spiom A3y buppiow ‘uoiysanb sy poal Ajjnyai0) e

:sa163jp0ig

"ajoym v s bujubaw
03 S93NqLIIUOD PUD PAID[aI S| JUIIUOD dAIIDLIDU MOY AJ13uspi :sndoj uonsany

Yiow |

tr4

“JIaWIDY
yopa aqusap 03 ydoiboiod suo pasn oy

¢ydoiboind

Buo| sauo uoyy Jayyps sydoiboind
991Y3 03Ul 1X33 SIy3 pasiunbio
Joyino ay3 yuiyy noAk op Ayp

“AIDWIWINS 359 dY3 SI SUO YDIYM J3PISU0D
pup suof3sanb ay3 ui suoindo ay3 ppaiay “Ajinga10d sydoiboind sy} poay e
“Jod JUDAS|3I BY3 pPUY O} ,80Ung, 10} 1X93 9Y3 UDDS e
‘spiom A3y bupjiow ‘uoiysanb sy poal Ajjnyai0) e
:sa1bajpig
‘ydoiboiod auo uby] s10W WOL) SDIP] UMW SSUDWILNS SN0/ UOIISINY

Yiow |

Z

"paladwal-pog pup 304 Y30g SOM B JUDSW
331p SIY “19AI] 95006 ypm paj|y sinuybnop
9)D OYM JaWwID) 35006 pup ¥ONp D SHM dUNG

“JDJ PUD HOYS
K19A spm aH 'synuybnop ojul pagnis
way3 910 pup 9s3ab siy payny

9y os ‘1adwia) poqg p ppy ddung
‘pa1adwai-pnq

SDM 3y 9SNDJ3( YD Awwn} D

poy sAomp aH ‘sinuybnop ym
way} pay aH ‘jood burwwims o ul
95936 pup sydnp siy 1day adung
‘pa1adwa)-pog pup 04

410q SDM 3Y JUDIW J3IP SIY] “JaA|
95006 yim pajjy sinuybnop a3p oym
19Dy 95006 PUD }ONpP D SOM 3dUNg
‘synuybnop wof Auow

00} 33D 3Y 9snNp23q Jadwia) ppg D
poY 9H "I04 PUD HOYS SDM dUNg
"9dUNg INOgD uolPWIOoU

9y} Jo Aipwiwins 3594 ay3 9500y

1

© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide



Unit 1 « FICTION
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Who'’s a Clever Girl, Then?

Rose Impey

Once upon a time, and not so very long ago, a little girl was
walking to school. She was a sensible sort of girl, who could
make her own packed lunch and do her mum’s shopping without
losing the change. She was also far too sensible to talk to strange
men whom she met in the street, especially ones with peg-legs,
scars on their faces, patches over their eyes and scruffy parrots on
their shoulders. So when she saw four strange characters fitting
this description, she quickly turned the other way and kept on
walking.

But the pirates had seen her. She was just what they were looking
for.

“You look a sensible little girl,” growled the biggest pirate, who
was called Jake. “We want a sensible little girl like you to join our
gang, don’t we, lads?”

“Yes, yes,” agreed the rest of the gang, covering their mouths to hide
their smiles.

“We're rough, tough pirates and we sail the sea in a mighty, fine
pirate ship. We have rare adventures, don’t we, lads?” boasted
Jake.

“Oh yeah, yeah,” said the rest of the gang. They didn’t seem
quite so sure about this.

“All we need is for you to join us, then we can go off on raids.
Isn’t that right, lads?” said Jake.

“Yes! Yes!” they agreed, more strongly this time, again covering
their mouths to hide their smiles.

Now the little girl knew better than to listen to this kind of story
from such wicked-looking villains. She knew they were up to no
good. But the idea of having an adventure was far too tempting
to miss. She didn't exactly stop, but she walked on more slowly.

12 Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide ~ © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019 You may photocopy this page



Unit 1 « FICTION

-

Find and copy two things we learn about the girl in the first two sentences. 2b

1 mark

2  “We have rare adventures, don’t we, lads?” boasted Jake (paragraph 5). Tick the word that is
closest in meaning to “rare” in this sentence. Tick one.

| &

valuable [] not well cooked [] extraordinary L] few [ 1 mark
3 What do you think the little girl thought when she saw the four strange men? ﬁ
1 mark

4 a) Which word did the author use to describe the parrots the men had?

b) Why do you think the author used that word? 20129

]

2 marks

5 a) Who do you think was the pirate leader?

b) Explain why you think that. ﬁ

2 marks

6  Tick the best summary of what we know about the little girl. Tick one.

The little girl was going shopping for her mum to buy things for her packed lunch. L]
She thought the pirates wanted to take the change away from her, so she kept on walking.

The sensible little girl wanted to go on an adventure with the pirates. She had her ]
packed lunch already made so she asked the pirates if she could go with them.

The sensible little girl knew what she should do. She should keep on walking to school. O] 2
However, she was very tempted by the idea of an adventure so she slowed down to D
hear more about it. 1 mark
7  “covering their mouths to hide their smiles” (paragraph 4). What does this tell you about the pirates? ﬁ
1 mark

8  Why does this text have so many paragraphs? Tick one.

There are lots of different events. []  Thereis a lot of dialogue (speaking). L] ZDf
There are lots of different pirates. (] The action happens in lots of different places. ] 1 mark

9 Do you think the little girl will join the pirates? Yes L] No [

Explain your answer.

2e

]

1 mark

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide ~ © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019  You may photocopy this page 13
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Unit 2
FICTION

Mr Majeika/The Worst Witch

Key text features

o The texts are extracts from ‘modern classics’ and both are from the first book in the
series. These texts are based in schools and both are rich in dialogue.

© The Teaching text is an extract from the first chapter of Mr Majeika by Humphrey
Carpenter.

® The Practice text is from The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy.

Reading the Teaching text: Mr Majeika

® Introduce the text by asking if any of the children are already familiar with the
Mr Majeika books. If so, what can they tell the others about Mr Majeika? Can they
predict anything about him from his name?

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the introduction, which sets
the scene, before reading the extract to the children.

© Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model ‘cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 18-19).

Reading the Practice text: The Worst Witch

o Introduce the text by asking if any of the children are already familiar with The Worst
Witch books. If so, what can they tell the others?

@ Once they have read the text, remind the children that they are now going to work
independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

® Reread The Worst Witch.
o Talk with the class about how sometimes things can go wrong.

® Use drama techniques to explore things that might go wrong (e.g. trying to change the
rules of a game; cheating in a test; trying to help someone who does not want help).
You could encourage the children to choose comic outcomes.

® Once they have explored ideas in drama, use talk for writing to help the children clarify
an idea they want to pursue.

© Give the children time for planning before they write their story.
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Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers =/

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1:
A1:
Strategy:

Q2:
A2:
Strategy:

Q3:

A3:

Strategy:

Extending reading

How did Mr Majeika get to the school?
By magic carpet

Consider where in the text the information might be found. Listen carefully
to that part. Make a note of words used in the text.

How did Mr Majeika turn his magic carpet into a bicycle?
He pointed a finger at it as he said “That’s my bicycle” (paragraph 6).

Consider where in the text the information might be found. Listen carefully
to that part. Make a note of words used in the text.

“You could have heard a pin drop” (paragraph 9). What does this mean?
Why could you have heard a pin drop?

It means there was a sudden silence because Mr Potter was surprised and
was trying to work out what happened, while Mr Majeika was hoping that
Mr Potter would believe him.

Listen carefully to the text. Make a note of words used in the text.

Once Upon an Ordinary School Day — Colin McNaughton
Nag Club — Anne Fine
Ottoline Goes to School — Chris Riddell

Cracking Comprehension Year 3 Teaching and Assessment Guide  © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019 17
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The Worst Witch

Jill Murphy

1 The smile faded from the headmistress’s face and she sighed, as if
with deep disappointment. Mildred felt about an inch high.

3 “Really, Mildred,” Miss Cackle said in a tired voice, “I have run
out of things to say to you.

5 “Week after week you come here, sent by every member of staff
in the school, and my words just seem to go straight in one ear
and out of the other. You will never get the Witches’ Higher
Certificate if this appalling conduct continues. You must be the
worst witch in the entire school. Whenever there’s any trouble
you are nearly always to be found at the bottom of it, and it’s
just not good enough, my dear. Now, what have you to say for
yourself this time?”

13 “T don't really know, Miss
Cackle,” Mildred said humbly.
“Everything I do just seems to go
wrong, that’s all. I don’t mean to
do it.”

18 “Well, that’s no excuse, is it?”
said Miss Cackle. “Everyone else
manages to live without causing
an uproar wherever they go.

You must pull yourself together,
Mildred. I don’t want to hear any
more bad reports about you, do
you understand?”
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1 Who is Miss Cackle?

2 How does Miss Cackle feel about Mildred at the beginning of this extract?

3 “Mildred felt about an inch high” (paragraph 1). An inch is about the length of your thumb.

What do you think this sentence tells you about how Mildred is feeling?

1 mark

4 Find and copy the words that show Miss Cackle does not think Mildred listens to her.

29

1 mark

5  Miss Cackle is tired of Mildred always getting into trouble.

Find two pieces of evidence for this statement. You do not have to use direct quotations fr
the text.

om

2b

]

2 marks

6  “if this appalling conduct continues” (paragraph 2). Which of these means the same as the

underlined words? Tick one.
not listening [] being an inch high L] very bad behaviour L]
7  Tick the sentence that summarises how Mildred feels. Tick one.

She is angry that she is being blamed for something she did not mean to do. L]
She hates Miss Cackle and the school.

She is upset that she is in trouble again.

OO

She is worried that she will not get her Witches’ Higher Certificate.

8 a) Write a word from the text that describes how someone spoke.

2a

]

1 mark

2c

1 mark

b) Explain why you think the author chose that word.

29

|

2 marks

9  This text is from the beginning of The Worst Witch. Do you think Mildred stops getting into

trouble after this? Explain your answer.

2e

H

1 mark
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FICTION

The Lost Happy Endings/Clarice Bean - Utt

Key text features

The texts show different ways of describing people and places.
© The Teaching text is from The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Ann Duffy.
@ The Practice text is from Clarice Bean — Utterly Me by Lauren Child.

Reading the Teaching text: The Lost Happy Endings

© Introduce the text by asking what the children know about Carol Ann Duffy. Explain
that she is the poet laureate, which means that she is a very good poet who writes
poems for the queen and for special national occasions. She also writes poems and
books for children. Now that they know that, what kind of language do they expect in
the book?

o Talk about the title of the story and explain that Jub, the main character, has a very
important job, which is to collect all the happy endings every morning and let them
safely fly into children’s homes in the evenings. Can the children make predictions about
what might happen in the story?

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the extract to the children
and ask them if they think their predictions will come true.

© Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model ‘cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 26-27).

Reading the Practice Text: Clarice Bean — Utterly Me

© Have any of the class read any Clarice Bean stories? If so, ask them what they can tell
the rest of the class about her. Explain that the Clarice Bean books are written as if they
were thoughts running through Clarice’s head. Clarice lives with her family, including her
irritating brothers.

® Once they have read the story, remind the children that they are now going to work
independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

© Reread the extract from The Lost Happy Endings.

©® Work with the children to use a range of drama techniques to develop the story and
decide what might happen next.

® Ask them to draw a story map to show their favourite idea.

® Give the children time to discuss their ideas with a response partner. Together with their
response partner, they should orally work up one of their ideas to write.
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Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers N

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1: At the beginning of the story, what is Jub’s sack full of?
AT: Happy Endings

Strategy: Think about what you already know about the story, including its title.
Listen to the whole extract and see if you can find evidence to confirm

your ideas.
Q2: Who called Jub a “deario”?
A2: An old woman

Strategy: Consider where in the text the information might be found. Listen carefully
to that part. Jot down the words used in the text.

Q3: What do you think will happen next?

A3: Accept a range of answers that build on what we already know from the
story. (E.g. The old woman takes the sack and keeps all the Happy Endings;
Jub fights the old woman and gets the sack back, but not until all the
Happy Endings have escaped.)

Strategy: Listen carefully to the whole text again while you think about what might
happen next.

Extending reading N

There Is No Dragon in This Story — Lou Carter

Toto the Ninja Cat — Dermot O’Leary
Kid Normal — Greg James and Chris Smith
The Boy Who Grew Dragons — Andy Shepherd

Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure — Alex T. Smith

- /
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15

16

19

20

21

26

29

28

Clarice Bean - Utterly Me

Lauren Child

I have to
hop
downstairs

because I have only one slipper. Our dog, Cement, buried the other one in
the garden and we can’t find it.

It will probably be discovered in a hundred years from now by
archaeological diggers who will say it is fascinating and give it to
a museum.

When I get downstairs, the whole kitchen is full of bad mood. Marcie won't
talk to Mum and Kurt won't talk to Marcie. Grandad isn’t talking to anyone
because he hasn’t plugged himself into his hearing aid. Minal is talking to
me but I wish he wouldn’t. Minal is a niggling gnat and I have to have him
sleeping in my room. Sometimes when [ want to keep him out, I pile lots of
gubbins against the door.

He is five.

Who would want to share a room with their five-year-old brother? I don’t
even need a five-year-old brother. I already have one who is a teenager
called Kurt and that is enough brothers for anyone.

Minal is going, “What time did the spider go to the dentist?”
I don’t bother to listen to the answer because it won't be funny.

I am trying to read

the back of the cereal
packet because there is
a good offer on rubber
pencil-tops.

Minal is going “Spider
clock! D’ya get it? D'ya
get it? Spider clock!”

I say “No”.

(=G>
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Where is Clarice going at the beginning of the extract?

Find and copy a word or a group of words that show that the kitchen is not a happy place to be.

What does the author mean by saying that Grandad “hasn’t plugged himself into his

hearing aid”?

“Minal is a niggling gnat”.
What do the underlined words tell us about Minal? Tick one.
He is a pet insect. L] He annoys Clarice. L]

He hurts Clarice.  [] He sleeps in Clarice’s room. L]

“I pile lots of gubbins against the door.”

’

Suggest a different word the author could have used instead of “gubbins”.

How many brothers does Clarice have?

Tick three statements that you know are true.

The dog has taken Clarice’s slipper. L] The family is in the kitchen. L]
Mum is busy cooking. L] Grandad is arguing with Kurt. L]
Clarice has kept Minal out of her room. L] Clarice is reading. L]
a) What time of day does this part of the story take place?

b) Explain how you know.

Tick the statement that is the best description of Clarice’s family. Tick one.

They are very calm and organised. L] They all hate each other. L]

They are quite noisy and disorganised. L] They are always supportive of each other. L]

© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2019 You may photocopy this page
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Grandpa’s Indian Summer/The Man Whose Mother Was ¢

Key text features

Both of the texts introduce places that are unfamiliar to the characters.

® The Teaching text is from Grandpa’s Indian Summer by Jamila Gavin, in which two
children from the UK first experience the teeming streets of the vast Indian city of
Calcutta (now called Kolkata).

® The Practice text is from The Man Whose Mother Was a Pirate by Margaret Mahy. In
this extract the little man first sees the sea.

Reading the Teaching text: Grandpa’s Indian Summer

® Introduce the text. Explain that it tells the story of Neetu and Sanjay, who go to India
to stay with Grandpa Chatterji. They take their great-grandmother to bathe in the holy
River Ganges.

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the text aloud to the
children while they try to sketch the scene being described. If possible, show some
internet images of the busy city.

® Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model 'cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 34-35).

Reading the Practice text: The Man Whose Mother Was a Pirate

o Before they read the text, ask which children have seen the sea. Do they remember
when they first saw it and what they first thought of it?

® Once they have read the text, remind the children that they are now going to work
independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

© Reread the description of the Calcutta street.
© Make a class ‘freeze-frame’ photo of everything described in the word picture.

@ Ask the children to suggest other images in addition to rivers that could be used to
describe the busy-ness.

® Challenge the children to write a description of a busy place nearby.
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Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers =/

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1: Do you think Neeta and Sanjay have spent a lot of time with their
great-grandmother before this? Explain your answer.

AT: No: they “studied the old lady” (paragraph 1); they do not know what she
likes to do or how important the river has become to her.

Strategy: Consider where in the text the information might be found. Listen carefully
to that part. Make a note of words used in the text.

Q2: “it was a torrent of living creatures” (paragraph 4). What does the word
“torrent” mean?

A2: Flood, river, stream, fast-flowing queue, flow, rush

Strategy: Consider where in the text the quotation is from. Listen carefully to that
part. Consider the meaning of the word.

Q3: What are the clues in this text that the story is set in a different time and
place from where you live?

A3: “Calcutta” (paragraph 1); horses and carriages; bathing in the river; people
carrying things on their backs and on their heads; “rickshaws” (paragraph 4),
“pigs and horses and cows” (paragraph 4) wandering in the street.

Strategy: Listen again to the whole text, noting words and phrases that answer the
question.

Extending reading

Where the Forest Meets the Sea — Jeannie Baker
Meerkat Mail — Emily Gravett

The Owl Tree — Jenny Nimmo
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The Man Whose Mother Was a Pirate

Margaret Mahy
1 Suddenly there was the sea.

2 The little man could only stare. He hadn’t dreamed of the
BIGNESS of the sea. He hadn’t dreamed of the blueness of it. He
hadn’t thought it would roll like kettledrums, and swish itself on
to the beach. He opened his mouth, and the drift and the dream
of it, the weave and the wave of it, the fume and foam of it never
left him again. At his feet the sea stroked the sand with soft little
paws. Farther out, the great, graceful breakers moved like kings
into court, trailing the peacock-patterned sea behind them.

10 A rosy sea captain stopped to watch them.

11 “Well, here are two likely people,” he cried. “Will you be my
bo’sun, Madam? And you, little man, you can be my cabin boy.”

13 “Thank you!” said the little man.
14 “Say, ‘Aye, aye, sir!’”” roared the captain.

15 “Aye, aye, sir!” replied the little man just as smartly as if he’d
been saying, “Aye, aye, sir!” all his life.
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Name Class Date :
1  List all the people who are on the beach in this extract. ﬁ
1 mark
2 How do you know that the little man hadn’t ever seen the sea before this? Use a word or 5
phrase from the text in your answer. D
1 mark
3 Reread paragraph 2. Tick the sentence that summarises this paragraph best. Tick one.
The little man thought the sea was very loud and very big. L]
The little man fell in love with the sea and knew it would never leave him. L] ZDQ
The little man was surprised that the sea was full of people, animals and birds. ] 1 marks
4  “He opened his mouth and the drift and the dream of it, the weave and the wave of it,
the fume and the foam of it never left him again.” (paragraph 2)
Why do you think the author used pairs of words like drift and dream, weave and wave, ”
fume and foam? D
1 mark
5 The seadid not really “[stroke] the sand with soft little paws” (paragraph 2), so why did the ,
9
author use those words? D
1 mark
6  How does the little man’s reaction to seeing the sea help you to understand why he agreed to o
be a cabin boy so quickly? D
1 mark
7  “here are two likely people”. What does the word “likely” mean in this sentence? Tick one.
They look like they will agree to what he wants them to do. L]
The sea captain likes the look of them. L]
They are strangers. L] ZDO
They have nothing else to do but stand on the sand and look at the sea. L] 1 mark
8 Do you think the sea captain is going to be a kind man?
Yes [ No [l
Use ideas from the text in your answer.
2e
1 mark
9  Why do you think the captain wants the little man to say “Aye, aye sir!” instead of “Thank you!”?
29
1 mark
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Kitten Rescue/Fox Cub Danger

Key text features

The texts are both from the Animal Ark series and focus on the experience of a new home.
© The Teaching text is from Kitten Rescue by Lucy Daniels.

@ The Practice text is from Fox Cub Danger by Lucy Daniels.

Reading the Teaching text: Kitten Rescue

® Ask whether the children are familiar with the Animal Ark books. Encourage them to
share their experiences of these and other animal rescue books.

® Explain that this is a long-running series and includes over 90 titles. The central
characters are a group of children who find and rescue animals in trouble, and help
them with the aid of a vet’s surgery called ‘Animal Ark’.

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the extract to the children
and ask them to think about the experience of moving home.

© Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model ‘cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 42-43).

Reading the Practice text: Fox Cub Danger

® What do the children remember about the Animal Ark books?
© What kinds of danger might a fox cub be in?
@ Once they have read the extract, remind the children that they are now going to work

independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

© Reread these extracts, inviting the children to compare the two experiences of moving
home.

® Explain to the children that they are going to write their own story about rehoming an
animal.

@ In groups, ask the children to think of a range of ideas about why an animal might need
a new home (e.g. its home is not safe/has disappeared/has been destroyed; a pet owner
may not be able to look after it; the animal might be lost or injured).

© Ask pairs to select an animal for the focus of their story and then research appropriate
homes and conditions for the animal.

o Still in their pairs, ask them to plan their story.

® Encourage each child to tell their story to a response partner and receive feedback
before writing.

@ Give the children the opportunity to write their story.
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Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers N

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1:
A1:
Strategy:

Q2:
A2:

Strategy:

Q3:
A3:
Strategy:

What did Mum suggest was the first thing that Amelia did?
Put her animal books away.

Think about where in the text you would find the answer to this question.
Listen to that part of the text again.

What did Mum say to try to make Amelia feel better?

“But don’t worry.”[“We’re going to be very happy living here with Gran,
I promise.”

Listen to the whole text again, thinking about how Mum tried to help.

Why did Amelia try her best not to sound too gloomy?
She didn’t want Mum to feel bad./She was trying to support her mum.

Listen to the whole text again, thinking about why Amelia would try to
pretend.

Extending reading N

-

The Animal Ark series — Lucy Daniels

The Racehorse Who Wouldn’t Gallop — Claire Balding
Beast Quest series — Adam Blade

Henry Haynes and the Great Escape — Karen Inglis

I Believe in Unicorns — Michael Morpurgo
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Fox Cub Danger

Lucy Daniels

Amelia and her friends are in a hide, watching as they try to rehome
a family of foxes to an old badger sett. The male fox has been at the

vet’s following a road accident.

A long snout poked out of one of the boxes. Amelia held her
breath as the male fox emerged. His pointed ears were pricked,
and he sniffed the dawn air. His leg and ear were both completely
healed now, and he moved easily as he snuffled at the other
boxes. He must be so pleased to be outside again, Amelia thought.

The female fox stepped out of her box, peering around curiously.

Then she stared at the male fox. He stared back.

“Let’s hope they remember each other,” murmured Mrs Hope.

The pair padded towards each other. Then their noses touched,
and Amelia felt a swell of joy as the male fox rubbed his head
against the vixen'’s side. The cubs came out of their box, tumbling
over each other. The largest cub scampered to the old badger sett
and sniffed at it — and then trotted into one of the holes.

Please let them like their new home, Amelia thought.

The mother fox followed her cub inside. The other cubs went after
her. Finally, the male fox went inside. Amelia glanced around the
hide. Everyone was smiling with relief and happiness.

The fox family darted in and out of the sett, the cubs playing
together, rolling and squirming in the undergrowth while their

parents looked on.
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Name Date
1  Look at the paragraph beginning “A long snout ...”.
What does the word “emerged” mean? Tick one. ZDG
cameout [] ranaway [ ] sneezed [ ] sniffed [] b—
2  The male fox has been injured before.
Find evidence from the paragraph beginning “A long snout ...” to support this statement. You .
do not have to copy words. D
1 mark
2b
3 Find and copy one word that tells you what time of day it was when the first fox sniffed the air. D
1 mark
2b
4  How did the male and female foxes greet each other? D
1 mark
5  The writer describes the fox cubs as “tumbling over each other”.
How does this tell us they are feeling? Tick one. ZDQ
aggressive  [] angry [] playful [] surprised  [] b—
6  The people watching the foxes were feeling happy.
2d
Find and copy one group of words that is evidence for this statement. D
1 mark
7  Which of these would be a good title for this extract? Tick one.
Inside the Hide ] The Foxes’ New Home [7] é
At the Badger’s Sett ] Everyone Is Happy ] —
8 Do you think the fox family will like living in their new home?
2e
Give ideas from the text in your answer. D
1 mark
9  Draw lines to join groups of words from the text to what they tell you.
The fox “snuffled at the other boxes”. The adult foxes remembered each other.
“their noses touched” The fox was trying to find out what was
in the other boxes.
The largest cub “trotted into one of the The cubs were playing in an area
holes”. surrounded by bushes. 2d
The cubs were “rolling and squirming in The cub thought the hole was safe to D
the undergrowth”. go into. 2 marks
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Theseus and the Minotaur/Odysseus and the Trojc

Key text features

The texts are both legends from Ancient Greece.
® The Teaching text is from Theseus and the Minotaur retold by Kate Ruttle.

@ The Practice text is from Odysseus and the Trojan Horse retold by Damian Harvey.

Reading the Teaching text: Theseus and the Minotaur

® Ask the children if they know any legends from Ancient Greece. Remind them that
legends are generally based on real heroes, but have often evolved to include fictional
monsters and events. Clarify that there was no such place as Greece in Ancient times.
The country was divided into city states, each with its own ruler. The city states were
often at war.

® Ask the children if they have heard of the Minotaur. What do they know about it?

© Write the names ‘Theseus’ (/thee-see-us/) and ‘Ariadne’ (/a-ree-ad-nee/) the children
to see, and discuss pronunciation.

® Access the Interactive Modelling Software for this unit. Read the extract to the children
and ask them to reflect on whether any parts of the story might be based on the truth.

© Read the extract again, this time using the modelling software to model ‘cracking’ the
questions together. Remember to look at the model answers and discuss strategies for
different question types (see pages 50-51).

Reading the Practice text: Odysseus and the Trojan Horse

® Ask the children if they have heard the story of the wooden horse of Troy. What do they
know about it?

© Write the name ‘Odysseus’ (/oh-dee-see-us/) for the children to see, and discuss
pronunciation.

® Once they have read the extract, remind the children that they are now going to work
independently to practise the strategies introduced during the teaching session.

Moving into writing

® Reread both text extracts.
© Explain to the children that they are going to complete one of the legends.

® In pairs, ask the children to choose one of the stories and to research it so they know
how it concludes.

© Give them an opportunity to use drama to deepen their understanding of the events
and to develop an appropriate vocabulary.

o Still in their pairs, ask them to plan their story.

@ Encourage each child to tell their story to a response partner and receive feedback
before writing.

® Give the children the opportunity to write their own version of one of the legends.
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Listening Comprehension: =
Questions and Answers N

The listening comprehension questions can be accessed on the modelling software for this unit.

Q1: Why did the king of Athens send the young people away to be fed to the
Minotaur?
AT: He was trying to stop King Minos from declaring war on Athens.

Strategy: Think about where in the text you would find the answer to this question.
Listen to that part of the text again.

Q2: What did Theseus intend to do?
A2: Kill the monster.

Strategy: Think about where in the text you would find the answer to this question.
Listen to that part of the text again.

Q3: What did Ariadne want Theseus to do in return for her help?
A3: Help her to escape from the island.

Strategy: Think about where in the text you would find the answer to this question.
Listen to that part of the text again.

Extending reading N

Greek Myths for Young Children — Heather Amery

Greek Myths — Marcia Williams
A Child’s Introduction to Greek Mythology — Heather Alexander

Illustrated Stories from the Greek Myths — Usborne

- /
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Odysseus and the Trojan Horse

Damian Harvey

T'he Ancient Greek commander Odysseus led his army to war with Troy.

The Greek army tried their best to climb the walls and to break
down the gates of the Trojan city, but it was no use. The walls
were too high and the gates were too strong. The Trojans fought
them off every time.

Odysseus paused for a moment. “We must get into the city,” he
thought. “But how can we do it?”

Then, clever Odysseus had an idea. “Build me a great wooden
horse,” he ordered. “And make it big enough for me and my men
to fit inside.”

No one really knew what Odysseus was up to, but for many
days and nights the Greeks worked hard to build a huge wooden
horse. When it was ready, Odysseus led his men inside. “Now we
will trick the Trojans,” he said.

The Greek armies burnt their camps and pretended to sail back
to Sparta, leaving only the wooden horse behind on the beach.

When the Trojans saw the Greeks sailing away they raced down
onto the beach.

They could hardly believe their eyes.

“We've won!” they cheered. “The Greeks have gone! And look,”
they cried, admiring the great wooden horse, “the Greeks have
left us a gift.”

Together, the Trojans pushed the horse up the beach and towards
the gates of Troy.

Inside, Odysseus and his men were keeping very quiet. “Don’t
make a sound,” hushed Odysseus. He knew that if the Trojans
heard them, his plan would fail.
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Class Date
1  Which word in the opening sentence tells you that Odysseus was in charge of the 2a
Greek army?
1 mark
2b
2 Why was the Greek army not able to win the fight against the Trojans?
1 mark
3 “Build me a great wooden horse.”
2a
Which word is “great” closest in meaning to? Tick one. D
famous [ ] huge [] important  [] wonderful [] 1 mark
4  Look at the paragraph beginning “No one really knew ...”.
Find and copy one word that tells you that Odysseus has a plan that does not involve climbing o
the walls of Troy. D
1 mark
2d
5  Why do you think the Greek armies burnt their camps and pretended to sail away? D
1 mark
6  The Trojans were happy when they saw the Greeks sailing away.
2d
Find and copy one piece of evidence for this statement. D
1 mark
7  Put one tick in each row of the table to show whether each statement is true or false.
True False
The city of Troy had high walls and strong gates.
The Greeks built the wooden horse in one night.
The Greeks left the wooden horse inside the city. 2b
The Trojans admired the horse. D
2 marks
8  Number these events to show what Odysseus planned.
Greek soldiers hide inside the wooden horse. I:'
Greek soldiers build a wooden horse. I:'
The Trojans push the wooden horse into the city. I:' é
The Greek army pretends to sail away. I:' 1 mark
2e
9  What do you think Odysseus plans to do when the Trojans have taken the horse into the city? D
1 mark
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Unit 6 « FICTION
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