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Focus

 What phonics scheme do we follow?

 What should a Year 1 pupil be able to read?

 How is phonics and reading taught at Garlinge?

 How are your children assessed in reading?

 How can you best support your child at home?



Our Reading Scheme





Reading expectations for 
Year 1 – Word Reading



Reading expectations for 
Year 1 - comprehension



Opportunities we provide?

Daily Phonics lessons

Book scheme that matches your child’s 
phonic knowledge

Daily Reading lessons

Modelling and sharing of texts 
throughout the day.



Vocabulary Explained

Grapheme – What the sound looks like. The letters that make the sound.

Phoneme – A single sound.

CVC – A word made up of a consonant – vowel – consonant (cat, tip, tap, hop).
CVCC – A word made up of a consonant – vowel – consonant – consonant (tent, jump)

Digraph – Two letters that make one sound (sh, ch, th, oo, ai, ay, ue)
Split Digraph - A split digraph is a digraph that is split by a consonant (a_e - same, i_e – like)

Trigraph – Three letters that make one sound (igh, air, ure)

Blending  - Putting sounds together to form a word.

Segmenting – Separating the sounds of a word to help us read it. 

Tricky Words – Words that cannot be read using our phonic knowledge (the, said, to, school)
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How we teach Phonics

• Daily phonics lessons of approximately 20-30 
minutes.

• Introduce each letter sound in a specific order 
including digraphs, split digraphs and 
alternative pronunciations (ow, ea, ue)

• Model and practise the pronunciation and 
formation of the sound.

• Model  and practise how to blend these sounds 
to form words.

• Teach tricky words for the children to learn and 
practise. 
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Children are taught high-frequency words, 

including tricky words...

here today  one  there   the   no     

go   people  oh  your  sure

he        she  oh  Mrs

… as an example.
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Phonics screening test 2026
There is a Year 1 phonics screening test in June, which 

helps your child’s teacher to identify if your child is 

secure in sounding out and blending graphemes. 

The test is made of 40 words; 20 real words and 20 

‘alien words’ (nonsense words).

It detects if they can read phonically decodable 

words. Your child’s teacher will be regularly assessing 

your child and will have identified any areas they 

need to focus on well before the test date. 

We do not get access to this test until the week of the 

check, however there are examples from previous 

years on the gov. website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-

assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources


Phonics screening test 2025



How can I help at home?

*Find opportunities to practise and apply their phonic knowledge – make it 

purposeful and fun. 

*Ensure that you are modelling sounds correctly. 

*Share books regularly with your child. 



• Please fill in your child’s reading record. We ask 

parents to read at least 3 times with their child at 

home each week. This will help them to practise 

the sounds they are learning in school.



1b - identify / explain key aspects of fiction 

and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and informatio

There are lots of useful resources and videos on our school website, 

including information about the phonics screening check at the end of 

year 1. 

Little Wandle also have a YouTube channel, which also has year 1 videos 

demonstrating how lessons are taught.



1d - make inferences from the 

text
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Finally…
Image result for beverly cleary

Children should 

learn that reading 

is pleasure, not 

just something 

teachers make you 

do at school. 

Beverly Cleary – Children’s writer.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEj4iYha7SAhWDbRQKHSwpC0sQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nndb.com/people/422/000032326/&psig=AFQjCNH7jD0Jm9JqQ8NwIVqhuRoKOxm3ww&ust=1488208057471346
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